@he Miami Hevald

May 13, 2012

Circulation: 160,505

TRAVEL

e o Herts 5} wme

TRAVELWISE

New hotels: earthy to ultra-luxe

BY HANNAH SAMPSON
hsampson@MiamiHerald.corn

This year's crop of new and im-
proved hotels in South Florida runs
the spectrum from eco- and budget-
friendly to extravagantly splurge-
worthy. Chic boutiques, family-
friendly chains and intimate hide-
aways all beckon to tourists — or lo-
cals seeking a quick backyard escape.

Most of the offerings have given
new life to historic buildings, includ-

ing Hotel Breakwater, Dream South
Beach, Surfcomber and Shelborne.
Just three significant hotels were
built brand new from the ground up:
a Brickell-area Hampton Inn &
Suites, Element Miami International
Airport and St. Regis Bal Harbour.
The last two hotels are both part of
global hospitality company Star-
wood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide.
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New hotels range from earthy to ultra-luxe

WHAT’S NEW: Clockwise from above are the Hampton Inn near Brickell; !
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* Hampton Inn & Suites
Miami Brickell/
Downtown

What’s new: The entire
15-story property, just two
blocks from Mary Brickell
Village and a half block from
the Metromover.

Bragging rights: Open
since September, the 221-
room hotel has already
climbed to the No. 1 spot on
TripAdvisor.com’s list of 129
Miami hotels. Art is abun-
dant, from the video instal-
lation in the lobby to the
South Florida scenes wall-
papered at guest-floor ele-
vator landings. A unique
feature for a Hampton Inn,
the spacious bar extends to
the pool area.

Caveat emptor: While
competitive with other
downtown hotels, the prop-
erty fetches high rates.

Best for: Families on va-
cation, cruise passengers,
business travelers.

Details: 50 SW 12th St.,
Miami, 305-377-9400,
www.hamptoninnmiami
brickell.com.

Rates and deals: Start-
ing at $159 in summer; Flori-
da residents get 12 percent
off the best available rate
and 50 percent off the cost of
parking through the end of
the year.
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